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GEEMANY. 

Eaports from Berlin — Health of the city. 

Berlin, Germany, December 1, 1902. 
Daring the week ended l*J^ovember 15, the death rate of Berlin was 
somewhat lower than that of the foregoing week and amounted to 13.4 per 
1,000 of the inhabitants, being also lower than the rate for the correspond- 
ing week of last year, viz, 14.6 per 1,000. Of the large German towns, 
the figures were somewhat more favorable in Frankfort on the Main, 
Cassel, Hanover, Brunswick, Bremen, Kiel, and Schoueberg, with 11.2 
per 1,000 inhabitants; all the other towns, however, showed less favor- 
able conditions. The statistics of Gharlottenburg were somewhat higher 
(14.8 per 1,000). and the mortality rate in Konigsberg, Breslau, Munich, 
Cologne, as well as that of London, Paris, and Vienna, was considerably 
higher than that of Berlin. The number of deaths among children in 
their first year, as well as among the higher age classes, decreased con- 
siderably. The death rate among infants fell from 3.7 to 3.4 per 1,000, 
less than one half of that of Munich, ChemHitz, and Strassburg. A cute 
diseases of the intestines were of unusually rare occurrence this week, 
the number of deaths therefrom (21) being less than in any week since 
the first week of January. The number of deaths from acute diseases 
of the respiratory organs remained unchanged, viz, 53 Pulmonary 
consumption, however, was of more frequent occurrence than during 
the foregoing week and claimed 75 victims. The number of cases of 
measles and scarlet fever decreased, the former causing 4 and the latter 
8 deaths. The number of cases of diphtheria increased considerably 
and caused 9 deaths, being more than double the number of the fore- 
going week. Two persons died from influenza and 13 persons died by 
violence. 

Flague and cholera as reported to the imperial health office. 

EussiA. — In Odessa, during the period from November 5 to Novem- 
ber 18, no fresh cases of plague were registered. 

Egypt — In Alexandria, on November 10, a fresh case of plague was 
registered. 

British India. — In the Bombay Presidency during the week ended 
November 1, there were recorded 9,310 new plague cases and 6,779 
deaths, of which 138 cases and 188 deaths occurred in the city of Bom- 
bay, and 10 cases with 7 deaths in the town and port of Karachi. 

Cape Colony. — Since September 25, when 1 death from plague was 
registered, no new cases have been recorded, but as late as October 9 
plague bacilli continued to be found among rats in Port Elizabeth. 

Or emotion act — Great Britain. 

November 24, 1902. 
I have the honor to transmit herewith the text of an act for the 
regulation of the burning of human remains, and to enable burial 
authorities to establish crematoria (as published in the official organ of 
the imperial health ofiBce, Berlin) : 

Be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

1. Short title. This act may be cited as the cremation act, 1902. 

2. Definitions. In this act — 
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The expression "burial authority" shall mean any burial board, any council, com- 
mittee, or other local authority having the powers and duties of a burial board, and 
any local authority maintaining a cemetery under the public health (interments) act, 
1879, or under any local act. 

The expression "crematorium" shall mean any building fitted with appliances for 
the purpose of burning human remains, and shall include everything incidental or 
ancillary thereto. 

3. Application to Scotland. In the application of this act to Scotland — 

The expression "burial authority " shall mean the parish council or town council of 
any parish or burgh, as the case may be, vested with the powers and duties conferred 
by the burial grounds (Scotland) act, 1855, or any act amending the same. " 

The expression "the local government board" shall mean the local government 
board lor Scotland. 

The expression "secretary of state" shall mean the secretary for Scotland. 

4. Burial authority may providfe for cr.mation. The powers of a burial authority fo 
provide and maintain burial grounds or cemeteries, or anything essential, ancillary, or 
incidental thereto, shall be deemed to extend to and include the provision and mainte- 
nance of crematoria, provided that no human remains shall be burned in any such 
crematorium until the plans and site thereof have been approved by the local govern- 
ment board, and until the cieraatorium has been certified by the burial authority to 
the secretary of state to be complete, built in accordance with such plans, and properly 
equipped for the purp .se of the disposal of human remains by burning. 

5. Site of crematorium. No crematorium shall be constructed nearer to any dwelling 
house than 200 yards, except with the consent, in writing, of the owner, lessee, and 
occupier of such house, nor within 50 yards of any public burial ground of any burial 
authority. 

6. Donations of land. A burial authority may accept a donation of land for the pur- 
pose of a crematorium, and a donation ot money or other property for enabling them to 
acquire, construct, or maintain a crematorium. • 

7. Kegulations as to burning. The secretary of state shall make regulations as to 
the maintenance and inspection of crematoria, and prescribing in what case and under 
what conditions the burning of any human remains may take place, and directing the 
disposition of interment of the ashes, and prescribing the forms of the notices, certifi- 
cates, and declarations to be given or made before any such burning is permitted to 
take place, such declarations to be made under and by virtue of the statutory declara- 
tions act, 1835, and also regulations as to the registration of such burnings as have 
taken place. A copy of such regulations shall be laid before both houses of parlia- 
ment, if parliament be then sitting, or if not, then within three weeks after the 
beginning of the next ensuing session of parliament ; and, after such regulations have 
lain tor forty days before parliament, then, unless within such forty days an address 
has been presented by one or other of the said houses praying His Majesty to withhold 
his assent from such regulations or any part thereof, such regulations shall have the 
same effect as if they were enacted in this a<'t. All statutory provisions relating to the 
destruction and falsification of registers of burials, and the admissibility of extracts 
therefrom as evidence in courts and otherwise, shall apply to the register of burnings 
directed by such regulations to be kept; and the stamp act, 1891, shall apply to a 
register under this act as if it were a register of burials. 

8. Penalties for breach of regulations, etc. 1. Every person who shall contravene 
any such regulation as aforesaid, or shall knowingly carry out or procure or take part 
in the burning of any human remains, except in accordance with such regulations as 
the provisions of this act, shall (in addition to any liability or penalty which he may 
otherwise incur) be liable, on summary conviction, to a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pounds sterling, provided that any person aggrieved by any conviction may appeal 
therefrom to quarter sessions. 

2. Every person who shall wilfully make any false declaration or representation, or 
sign or utter any false declaration or certificate with a view to procuring the burning of 
any human remains, shall (in addition to any penalty or liability which he may other- 
wise incur) be liable to imprisonment with or without hard labor not exceeding two 
years. . 

3. Every person who with intent to conceal the commission or impede th.e prosecu- 
tion of any offense, procures or attempts to procure the cremation of any body, or with 
such intent makes any declaration or gives any certificate under this act, shall be liable 
to conviction on indictment to penal servitude for a term not exceeding five years. 

9. Fees. The burial authority may demand payment of any such charges or fees for 
the burning of human remains in any crematorium provided by them as may be author- 
ized by any table approved by the local government board, and such charges Or fees, 
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and any other expenses properly incurred in, or in connection with the cremation of a 
deceased person, shall be deemed to be part of the funeral expenses of the deceased. 

10. Saving for coroners. Nothing in this act shall interfere with the jurisdiction of 
any coroner under the coroners act 1887, or any act amending the same, and nothing in 
this act shall authorize the burial authority or any person to create or permit a nuisance. 

11. Incumbent not to be obliged to perform burial service. The incumbent of any 
ecclesiastical parish shall not, with respect to his parishoners or persons dying in his 
parish, be under any obligation to perform a funeral service before, at, or after the 
cremation of their remains, within the ground of a burial authority, but upon his 
refusal to doso, any clerk in holy orders of the established church not being prohibited 
under ecclesiastical censure, may, with the permission of the bishop and at the request 
of the executor of the deceased person or of the burial authority, or other person having 
charge of the cremation or interment of the cremated remains, perform such service 
within such ground. 

12. Fees may be fixed. In any table of fees respecting burials to be made or approved 
by the secretary of state, a fee may be fixed in respect of a burial service before, at, or 
after cremation, and if no fee is fixed, the fee, if any, fixed in respect of a burial service 
shall apply. 

13. Application of 10 and 11 Vict. (c. 65 ss. 52 and 57). Sections 52 and 57 of the 
cemeteries clauses act 1847 and any similar provisions in any local and personal act 
authorizing the making of a cemetery, shall apply to the disposition or interment of the 
ashes of a cremated body as if it were the burial of a body. 

14. Repeal of local acts. As from the date at Which regulations under this act come 
into force, any provisions of any local and personal act for the like purpose as this act, 
and any by-laws or regulations made thereunder, shall, so far as they relate to that 
purpose, cease to be in operation. 

15. Commencement of act. This act shall come into operation on the first day of 
April, one thousand nine hundred and three. 

16. Extent of act. This act shall not apply to Ireland. 

Respectfully, Fkank H. Mason, 

United States Consul- General. 
The Subgeon-Geneeal. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples. 

Naples, Italy, November Si, 1902. 
For the week ended November 22, 1902, the following ships were 
inspected at Naples : November 19, the steamship Sardegna, bound with 
passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 
672 steerage passengers and 140 pieces of large baggage ; 900 pieces of 
baggage were d isinfected by steam. The rej ection of 124: steerage passen- 
gers was advised. November 20, the steamship Karamania, bound with 
passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 
258 steerage passengers and 60 pieces of large baggage ; 400 pieces of 
baggage were disinfected by steam. The rejection of 28 steerage passen- 
gers was advised. Steamship Sicilian Prince, bound with passengers 
and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 438 steerage 
passengers and 140 pieces of large baggage ; 800 pieces of baggage were 
disinfected by steam. The rejection of 29 steerage passengers was 
advised. Steamship Lahn, bound with passengers and cirgo for New 
York. There were inspected* and passed .530 steerage passengers and 
144 pieces of large baggage; 800 pieces of baggage were disinfected by 
steam. The rejection of 23 steerage passengers was advised. Novem- 
ber 22, the steamship Patria, bound with passengers and cargo for New 
York. There were inspected and passed 4.52 steerage passengers and 
130 pieces of large baggage ; 300 pieces of baggage were disinfected by 
steam. The rejection of 91 steerage passengers was advised. 



